
Westmoreland Heritage Trail 2021 Accomplishments  12/31/2021 

Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter 
of the 

Regional Trail Corporation 
 

 
The Officers and Board Members wish to extend a terrific “Thank You” to all our 
Volunteers, Members, and Trail Enthusiasts.  We recognize you for all the volunteer time 
and membership subscriptions.  We also want to recognize the remarkable number of 
patrons who stepped forward to go “above and beyond” supporting the Westmoreland 
Heritage Trail.  Without “ALL of YOU” the accomplishments listed below would not have 
been possible. 

2021 Major Accomplishments 
 

 We held several Zoom and outdoor Board meetings to comply with established Covid-
19 protocols. 

 The vegetation along the trail was kept at bay by the hard work of our Maintenance 
Volunteers. 

 
1st Place Amazing Race Winner             United Way “Day of Caring”                     Joy Riders Enjoying WHT 
 

 The Second “Amazing Race” fundraiser sponsored in partnership with The Level 
Green Women’s Club was another huge success for both organizations. 

 The WHT supported The Westmoreland County Parks “2021 March for Parks” held 
along the trail on March 27th. 

 Volunteers from the United Way “Day of Caring” joined trail volunteers to update our 
new WHT address labels on our brochures. 

 WHT has applied for a 2021 Laurel Highland Conservation Landscape Grant to 
purchase a “Joy Rider Mobility Bike” for limited mobility challenged individuals to enjoy 
our trail.  

 Twenty-two brochure boxes were installed at trail kiosks and trail heads by Volunteers 
to provide trail information. 
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 Thanks to two WHT Board Members who attended the 2021 PA Greenways and Trails 
Summit in Erie.   
 

 
Blue Heron          Slickville Free Little Library         2021 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
 

 The Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner was held September 9th.  A large turn-out 
attended and enjoyed comradery, a great meal and received a special volunteer 
appreciation T-shirt.  We applaud our “WHT Fantastic Volunteers” for making the Trail 
what it is today. 

 A record number of over 3107 volunteer hours were logged in 2021. We had an 
exceptional number of volunteers who turned out to freely contribute to trail 
improvement. This “basic level” of participation aids greatly in our Grant Funding 
requests. 

 The first of three “Free Little Libraries” has been installed at the Slickville VFD Trail 
Head. Other installations are planned for 2022. 

 A “THANK YOU” to all those that joined the trail as members. The trail achieved a 
record membership of 366 members within our ranks for 2021.  This dedicated 
membership demonstrates continued support and love of the trail. 

 A “THANK YOU” to the Public Relations Committee for the excellent Quarterly 
Newsletter that keeps the membership informed of significant trail updates. 

 Planning has begun to hold The WHT Annual Comedy Night fundraiser on February 
19, 2022.  The 2021 Comedy Night, sadly, was not held due to Civid-19 restrictions. 

 Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce hosts a leadership program each year. 
The Trailblazer team has selected WHT as their project to help increase membership 
by offering a Discount Card Program which will entitle membership to visit businesses 
supporting WHT and receive discounts. 

 The Westmoreland Heritage Trail has again applied for the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources 2021 Trail of the Year award. 

 The “Westmoreland Heritage Trail” Facebook page now has a momentous 2,771 
followers. Followers continue to increase each month. 

 Progress continued by the Trans Allegheny Trail alliance for a revised brochure to be 
available for the spring of 2022. 
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Trafford Bridge Repair      Enjoying Memorial Bench          Let It Snow . . . Snow . . . Snow 
  

 A Trail easement was acquired to extend the trail westward 1,000 feet from Rango’s 
Trail Head. 

 Solar Lighting has been installed in the Ted Hayes Memorial Maintenance facility. 
 

 
2021 Green Luncheon              Ted Hayes Memorial Dedication        Westmoreland Heritage Trail Tranquility  
 

 A Memorial Bench, a Mile Marker Signpost, the renaming of the Slickville Maintenance 
facility, and a Memorial Plaque have all been dedicated to honor Ted Hayes for his 
volunteer service. 

 The Westmoreland County Parks and Recreation Citizens Advisory Board presented 
their prestigious Lewis Award to Westmoreland Heritage Trail and Stan Rudge at their 
Annual Green Luncheon held September 16th. The WHT has a rich history of 
distinguished recipients of the Lewis Award including Rob Cronauer, Tom Dittman, 
Noel Grimm, Reynold Peduzzi, Stan Rudge, and Malcolm Sias.  

 A “GIGANTIC THANK YOU” to the Ted Hayes family for organizing a very special 
Memorial Fundraiser to honor Ted. 
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 An addition of 18 Historical markers were added to the trail thanks to the Pittsburgh 
Foundation for graciously continuing their grant funding. 

 Three fourths mile of old railroad corridor was purchased to help in extending the Trail 
from the west side of Route 66 to Spring View Court. 

 A “HUGE THANK YOU” to all our WHT community representatives for their continuing 
support in connecting us with the communities they represent.  Their communities 
help with many larger maintenance tasks along the trail and relieves a huge additional 
burden from our maintenance volunteers . . . 

o The Borough of Trafford for trash pick-up, grass, and weed control in B-Y Park. 
o Penn Township for their mowing of the knotweed and tree cutting along the 

trail. 
o The Municipality of Monroeville for helping to keep the cross-trail drainage 

open, the timely removing of a huge fallen tree blocking the trail, and trash 
removal. 

o The Municipality of Murrysville for their assistance in improving the parking lot 
at the Old William Penn trail head. 

o The Borough of Export for trash removal and grass cutting. 
o Salem Township for their assistance at Rango’s Trail Head repairing washouts 

and removing high tree limbs. 
o Loyalhanna Township for their help in cleaning out a culvert for improved 

drainage near Sportsman’s Road. 
o The Westmoreland Conservation District for redirecting a tree along the trail 

and supporting improved bank stabilization project at Long Bridge. 
o The Westmoreland County Parks and Recreation for paving the entrance into 

the Carson and Braun parking lot and improving and upgrading drainage near 
Saunders Station. 

 A “Westmoreland Heritage Trail” Twitter social media page has added 136 followers 
to our media presence. 
 

 
Trees and More Trees at MP 18          MAWC Kiosk Construction     2021 Trail Ambassadors 
 

 With our partner, Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County, we were able to install 
two benches along the Beaver Run corridor and install a kiosk bulletin board in 
memory of Joe Mance. 

 Our Fantastic Trail Ambassadors logged over 1,102 hours of trail time this year.  This 
calculates to be approximately 8,816 miles of trail coverage. 
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 A financial committee was organized to manage financial diversity with long term 
investment funds with Wealth Enhancement Group. 

 The WHT held a 2021 Maintenance Summit to celebrate the 2021 maintenance 
season and plan for next year’s season. 

 Our website, https://WestmorelandHeritageTrail.com, has seen increased and 
continued viewership. You may use the website to subscribe to membership, 
purchase Memorial Benches, Bicycle Racks, Mile Post Sponsorships, and Trail Logo 
clothing. 

 The RTC signed an agreement with Great Oak Energy to purchase property for the 
“starting step” for completion of the WHT “Middle Gap” trail from Delmont to Export. 

 Additional Stihl Power equipment, Mini Sickle Bar and a Buffalo Turbine Blower have 
been used for the first time to help keep knotweed “at bay” and remove fallen leaves 
along the trail. 

 The WHT received a matching grant from the Laurel Highlands Conservation 
Landscape for our WHT initiative of “Create Safety and Courtesy through 
Communication on the WHT”. This project includes “A-frame sandwich boards” 
presenting messages of safety, courtesy, and trail rules to be displayed along the trail.  

 A “Master Naturalist” will be adding, in the future to provide special media to highlight 
and identify trail flora, fauna, wildlife, and birds. 

 Several Fun Events were hosted by the WHT during the year, including The Amazing 
Race, A Halloween Parade, 5k walks/runs, other races and events. 

 

 

Halloween Witches Ride              Amazing Race 2nd Place             Beautiful Butterfly Enjoying the WHT 

 

 A “Middle Gap” (Delmont to Export) Trail Feasibility Study was completed to evaluate 
possible trail routes to connect Delmont, Rango’s’ Trail Head with Lincoln Avenue in 
Export.  These additional four miles, when accomplished, will complete a 22-mile 
greenway corridor between Saltsburg and Trafford. 

 Westmoreland County Chamber of Commerce sponsored the Leadership 
Westmoreland Youth Academy to assist in cleaning and staining the trail bridge near 
Hell Town Brewery. 
 

https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/
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 Other accomplishments too numerous to itemize, but silently complete. 

 

Dedicated Volunteers Cutting Trees Joy Riders Enjoying the Trail    Finished MAWC Kiosk 

 

 
Wildflowers Flourishing Along the Trail   A Wildlife Family Enjoying the Trail   Safety Signage Along the WHT 
 
 

 
 
Trail Brochure Boxes  Courtesy Signage             Maintenance Summit

 


