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UPCOMING
EVENTS
October 8, 2020
WHT Monthly Board Meeting
October 10, 2020
The Amazing Trail Race
(Hosted by WHT & Community Women’s
Club of Level Green)

October 31, 2020
Trick or Treat on the Trail
(Sponsored by Murrysville Parks and
Recreation)

October 31, 2020
5K Race
(Sponsored by GCXC Race Timing
and Management)

November 12, 2020
WHT Monthly Board Meeting
November 21, 2020
5K Race
(Sponsored by GCXC Race Timing
and Management)

December 10, 2020
WHT Monthly Board Meeting

Board meetings are held on the second
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Lamplighter in Delmont
PLEASE WEAR MASKS AND
PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING

ALL ARE WELCOME!

October - December 2020

The morning's frost
into October warm evaporated
and the trail stretches through red and gold
to a sky as blue as the black of space
Glorious days on the trail! The leaves color the trail with
spectacular shades of red, yellow and orange.
Our trailheads are filled to capacity. The number of riders
and walkers has increased significantly. Local restaurants
have bikes parked in front of their doors and hungry
riders eating breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Ice cream
is now available in both Trafford and Export.
Our Westmoreland Heritage Trail provides a healthy
and enjoyable opportunity for family and friends
to enjoy this beautiful fall despite Covid-19,
politics and social issues.

__________________________

The Westmoreland Heritage Trail and the Community Women’s Club of Level Green joined
together as a “team” to host The Amazing Trail Race on Saturday, October 10th at the B-Y Park in
Trafford. The scavenger hunt, which mimicked the popular CBS television reality show, The
Amazing Race, was a first-time joint fundraising effort. Twenty-eight teams competed in a
course that encompassed a five-mile round trip to mile marker 18 ¼ on the WHT. The course
challenged racers with clues, riddles and actual tasks along the way. Teams were judged on the
total time it took to run the race and reach the finish line as well as how many correct clues were
presented. First place $300 winners were Darlene Simpson and Jessica Fordyce
(a mother/daughter team from North Huntingdon). In second $175 was Haley Roberts and
Garry Smyda of Pittsburgh and in third $175 Jodi and Tim Matthews of Manor. The first-place
winners donated their winnings back to the event. A big thank you to the WHT Committee
members that worked on this event – Wendy Davis (co-chair), Kristi Helfer and Vicki Rudge and
to our volunteers that worked the event Ted and Ginny Hayes, Ann Wade, Chris Leo, Bill O’Hara,
Chad Emahizer, Wendy Davis, Doug Webster, Chris Panichella, Michael Tepke,
and Alysia Cronauer.
The event involved more than just the race. An all ages Bingo Scavenger Hunt took place with a
grand prize award from Pro Bikes in Monroeville.
There was a 50/50/ Guess the Candy Corn game and various raffles for baskets.
Everyone enjoyed the fall foliage as well as the pond and serenity of the B-Y Park.

Volunteer Appreciation
At the September 10th Monthly Board Meeting held at the
Fireman’s Slickville Pavilion, our volunteers were honored
with small gifts. Those that parked cars received a hand
carved car and all others received a coaster made from the
many fallen trees that the volunteers have cleaned up.
Also included was a display stand for the 2020 coaster and
those that received one in 2019 can now add to the stand!
President Rudge said “Enough cannot be said about all the
work our volunteers do especially recently with all the
fallen trees due to the weather. Everyone is kicking in and
you should give yourselves a pat on the back.”
Light refreshments were served.

A grant was recently received from the Pittsburgh Foundation
in the amount of $1040.00 to add to our Historical Markers.
We will continue to design markers to be installed
by our volunteers once completed.
If interested in helping with this project,
contact kcercone@gmail.com.

From approximately October 28, 2020 thru the end
of January 2021, portions of the Westmoreland
Heritage Trail in Murrysville will be undergoing
construction work by Contractors doing
improvements to the sewer line of the FTMSA. The
location for these improvements along the WHT is
from Trafford Road up to Van Buren Street, and
the trail will be closed to pedestrians and cyclists
on some days. Caution is urged for trail users when
encountering construction equipment, open
trenches, and construction activities. For these
months, it is advised that the public visit other
sections of the WHT outside of this construction
zone. More specific dates of trail closures will be
announced as the project gets underway.

Congratulations to our
WHT secretary Alyssa Harden and
Matt Davis who were
recently married.

Historical and Turtle Creek Railroad
A new committee was recently formed headed by Ann Wade.
She is interviewing and collecting information pertaining to the history of the WHT.
Anyone wanting to share information, please contact Ann at whthistory2020@gmail.com

A Penn Trafford High School Senior,
Catherine Condrac, recently completed 30
community hours before graduating in
2021. The WHT was contacted and
Catherine was quite busy during those 30
hours cleaning up litter.
Thank you, Catherine for considering the
Trail to complete your hours and the great
clean up job you provided.

On October 8th, seven members of the WHT Volunteers joined
with 14 Volunteers from the United Way Day of Caring.
The group took on the job of painting the fences, sign posts and bridges
along the Trail between the Tracy Stack Memorial Bridge and the B-Y
Park in Trafford. All work was successfully completed and enjoyed a great
lunch catered by the Kickstand Grill in the B-Y Park in Trafford.

HELP WANTED!!!
Seeking volunteers to help take care of our WHT throughout the year.
The Trail is divided into five regular “Maintenance Zones” and responsibilities
are grass/weed cutting and ordinary tree falls.
Zone 1 begins on the eastern end of the Trail in Saltsburg and continues to Route 819 in Slickville
Zone 2 begins at Route 819 and continues to the Rango’s Parking Area in Delmont
Zone 3 (future) from Delmont to Export
Zone 4 begins at Lincoln Avenue in Export and continues to the Tracy Stack Memorial Bridge in
Murrysville (near Franklin Township Municipal Sanitary Authority)
Zone 5 begins at the Tracy Stack Memorial Bridge and continues to B-Y Park in Trafford
If there are any major events, windstorms causing major tree falls or heavy rains causing washouts or landslides all
volunteer groups will be called upon to help. If you are interested in joining any or all of these groups, please let
us know and we will add your name to our notification lists - Contact us at: whtvolunteers@gmail.com

We need articles for future editions of the
WHT Newsletter!
Please consider providing a short item of news, or an article related to the trail
for the next edition of the newsletter.
We also encourage local communities to forward information about local events.
Newsletter submissions can be sent to whtpr2017@gmail.com.
For more information, membership and volunteer opportunities, please visit our
website at: https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
We are always in need of volunteers! There are many opportunities available to
help support the trail. These include: trail maintenance and special projects
public relations, fundraising events, festivals, clean-ups or by joining one of our committees.

If interested – Attend one of our meetings!
We meet the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Lamplighter in Delmont
The Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter (WHTC) is a volunteer organization associated with the Regional Trail Corporation.
The Regional Trail Corporation is a non-profit entity within Westmoreland, Fayette and Allegheny Counties, which promotes
the conversion of abandoned railroad corridors to recreational trails.

