Westmoreland Heritage Trail
Newsletter
UPCOMING
EVENTS
WHT BOARD MEETINGS
April 8, 2021
WHT Monthly Board Meeting
Last Zoom Meeting
(Weather will determine if moved outside)

May 13, 2021
WHT Monthly Board Meeting
(Outdoors location to be determined)

June 10, 2021
WHT Monthly Board Meeting
(Outdoors location to be determined)

UPCOMING EVENTS ON THE WHT
April 17, 2021
Bataan Memorial March
(Sponsored by the Norwin Air Force JROTC)

8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Starts at B-Y Park looping back after 7 miles

April 24, 2021
Dustin Norris Memorial 4.2 K
(Sponsored by the Eastern Suburban Trail Blazers)

8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Start at Export Trailhead to Toon Tools (Cozy Cut-Off)

June 5, 2021
Ted Hayes Memorial Ride/Walk
(Sponsored by the Shearer/Hayes Family)

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Registration at 9 a.m. – Slickville Fireman’s Pavilion
Roundtrip from Slickville to Saltsburg

June 12, 2021
Delmont Rotary Race
(Sponsored by the Delmont Rotary Club)
For more information: hhicks@accfirepro.com
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Life is Like a Bike Ride
Life is like a bike ride
Dodging all the little bumps
Swooshing down the sidewalk
__What a blast
50 million impacts
Skinned knees, broken backs
Popped tires, dog attacks
It's now your path.
You know all the cracks
There’s no bump you can’t get past
Ryan Eisele

Happy Spring WHT members!
Time to get your bike tuned up and
ready to ride. Walkers and runners
require less layers to enjoy their time on
the trail. Even the dogs
look happy to be out! People are
beginning to feel a little safer to be out
now that vaccines are becoming
available for adults. Our trail is in great
shape despite work by FTMSA who will
make sure that the trail is restored
properly.

We are saddened by the loss of one of our own, Ted Hayes. As a volunteer, he
served on the Board, was the official trail counter, and maintained Zone 1
(Saltsburg to Slickville). He would help wherever it was needed. Always active,
attending meetings, helped at events and in between all the tasks he enjoyed biking
too. Our thoughts and prayers with Ginny, Jason, Heather and their families.
May you rest in peace Ted…you will be so missed.

The Shearer/Hayes Family is sponsoring a walk/ride in memory of Ted on June 5th.
We hope each of you will support this event, come out and join the family and honor
Ted. He so loved the trail and donated much of his time maintaining it.
Volunteers are also needed to help support the event. If you are willing to donate
your time, auction basket or a money donation, please contact Heather Hayes
Shearer at 724-972-3414 or hshearer513@comcast.net.
All proceeds will benefit the WHT Building Fund.
The flier, registration form and information included in this newsletter.

Memorial Bike Racks & Benches
Now available are Memorial Bike Racks to purchase.
The trail is temporarily suspending memorial benches
from Trafford to Export. Benches are still available from
Rangos Trailhead to Saltsburg.
Check out the bike racks on our website:
westmorelandheritagetrail.com

Engineering and Construction
The sewer construction on the trail should
soon be at completion when this newsletter is
published.
Morosini Reserve
A grant from the Westmoreland
Conservation District will provide the WHT
with constructing additional parking at
Lauffer Mine Road for access to the Rangos
Trailhead in the future.

Membership
At the April WHT Board meeting, thanks to
the hard work of Gordon Conn, an increase
in membership has occurred due to the
membership email drive. Support the trail,
renew your memberships and ask your
family and friends to join!

Facebook, Twitter and Website
Trail followers continue to grow each month on social media and our website. Follow these sites to stay updated on
construction, announcements and events.

https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/

Fantastic news from our Monroeville neighbors!!
Monroeville Parks and Recreation Department have informed the WHT of a grant they have received for
the purpose to improve Valley Park. The improvements will include additional parking, bathroom
facilities, pavilions, bike racks and a bridge connecting WHT to the park. The grant has a four-year
window for completion and Monroeville would like the WHT to be involved with input on these
improvements. A HUGE WHT thank you and congratulations goes out to everyone who worked so hard
on this grant. This will be a wonderful addition to the WHT corridor.

Care Grant

Round 2 Historical Markers

The WHT was recently awarded a grant
from the Cares Grant. We were able to
purchase a new sickle bar, trail blower and
four computers along with a “Quick Books”
computer program. The computers will
now allow the appropriate individuals to
work from WHT owned computers as well
as storing all WHT information in one
location rather than on various individuals’
personal computers. Also, this grant gave
the trail an opportunity to recoup funding
that was lost due to Covid-19 which did not
allow our fundraising efforts to occur.
Thank you, Stan Rudge for the long hours
spent on completing and filing the
necessary paperwork to get this task
approved and awarded!

A second round of historical markers will
soon be on the WHT. Research was
done in February with printing in March
and installation scheduled this summer.
Any historical documents or information
should be forwarded to
whthistory2020@gmail.com.

Post Plaques/Mile Markers
Advertise and help support the WHT!!
Post Plaques may be placed on mile marker or historical marker posts. They may display a personal message or an
advertisement for a business or organization. Plaques are available and information can be found on the WHT website.

Need volunteers to help keep kiosks up to
date with information.
Please contact whtpr2017@gmail.com to help.

March for Parks
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2021 March for Parks event on Saturday,
March 27! Although we couldn’t have some of the traditional festivities this year, over 450
marchers at 9 locations and 75 sponsors raised over $80,000 to support our
Westmoreland County parks and trails!
Marchers could designate their donations to several upcoming projects, including the
completion of the 4 mile “middle gap” of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail from Export to
Delmont. We couldn’t provide some of the BEST recreation facilities in Westmoreland
County without your help and generosity! Thank you again to all marchers, sponsors,
raffle donors, volunteers, committee members, and staff who made the 19th annual March
for Parks another tremendous success!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
We are always in need of volunteers! There are many opportunities available to
help support the trail. These include: trail maintenance and special projects
public relations, fundraising events, festivals, clean-ups or by joining one of our committees.

If interested – Attend one of our meetings!
We meet the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. – Location: TBA
The Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter (WHTC) is a volunteer organization associated with the Regional Trail Corporation.
The Regional Trail Corporation is a non-profit entity within Westmoreland, Fayette and Allegheny Counties, which promotes
the conversion of abandoned railroad corridors to recreational trails.

TED HAYES
MEMORIAL BIKE
RIDE/WALK/RUN
Sponsored by the Shearer/Hayes Families
When: Saturday - June 5th, 2021
Time: Registration starts at 9am, Kick off at 10am
Where: Westmoreland Heritage Trail
Slickville Fireman’s Pavilion
(County Road and Rt. 819, Slickville, PA)
Registration Fee: $30.00 (Includes t-shirt and lunch)
Proceeds benefit the Westmoreland Heritage Trail
“Building Fund”
Please join us in remembering Ted Hayes in a memorial bike
ride/walk/run from Slickville to Saltsburg then back to Slickville.
Join us after for a picnic lunch, auction baskets and entertainment
at the Slickville Fireman’s Pavilion.
Ted and Bill O’Hara oversaw the trail (Zone 1) from Slickville to
Saltsburg. Ted was an active volunteer and board member of the
Westmoreland Heritage Trail.
To register please contact Heather Shearer at 724-972-3414 or
hshearer513@comcast.net

Waiver Form for the TED HAYES MEMORIAL FUNDRAISER
Official Rules and information “please read and keep these rules for your reference.”
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Event will be held 9AM-3PM rain or shine at WHT Slickville mile marker 4-3/4
Registration begins at 9AM. Ride/run/walk begins at 10AM (County Rd & Rt 819, Slickville, PA)
The rules of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail apply to all participants and spectators. All participants
must be cognizant and courteous to the public enjoying the trail on event day as the WHT will not be
closed to the general public.
All participants MUST wear a bike helmet.
The event will encompass the trail from Slickville to Saltsburg. The event covers approximately 5 miles.
All event goers must sign an event waiver.
All event members must wear designated identification during the entire event. (wristband provided
on event day)
All participants and spectators must obey all traffic laws and practice safety. Volunteers will be
positioned on trail for direction and assistance.

--------------------------------------------cut here and mail in with registration form--------------------------------------------

I, the undersigned participant, acknowledge, agree, and understand that: I voluntarily and of my own free will,
elect to participate (or attend) the Ted Hayes Memorial Fundraiser and understand there are certain risks and
hazards associated with weather conditions and risks associated with Covid-19. I AM OF FULL KNOWLEDGE
AND SOUND MIND MAKING THE DECISION TO PARTICIPATE (OR ATTEND) IN THIS EVENT, WITH OR WITHOUT
A MASK, knowing and realizing all risks to myself AND others. If a participant has a food allergy or medical
condition please list it here _________________________________. I understand I am responsible for my
valuables during the event. I hereby fully and forever release and do hereby agree to forever release and
discharge the Westmoreland Heritage Trail and the family of Ted Hayes and as well as any agents, employees
and/or volunteers of the above named from any and all liability whatsoever for any and all damages, losses,
injuries, illness (including death) I may sustain to my person, relatives, friends or property, including but not
limited to any claims, demands, actions, causes of action, judgements, expenses or costs, including legal fees,
which arise out of result from, occur during or are connecting in any matter to the mentioned event, and the
sponsoring organizations and persons.
Print name________________________________ Signature________________________________________
If Minor Name______________________________ Legal Guardian Signature___________________________
This completed waiver form and registration form should be mailed by 5/15/2021.
Make checks payable to “Ted Hayes Memorial Fund”
Mail forms and payment to Heather Shearer, 513 Cribbs Street, Greensburg, PA 15601
Official use only ck___ cash___
Rcvd by_______ Date:_________

TED HAYES MEMORIAL FUNDRAISER
Sponsored by The Shearer/Hayes Families
Benefiting the Westmoreland Heritage Trail “Building Fund”
Registration at 9AM
Start time 10AM
Festivities/lunch starting at 11:30AM
Name:_______________________________________________________________________
Minor Name:_______________________________________________ Age:_______________
Address:______________________________________________________________________
Email:________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_______________________________________________________________
Age 6 and over registration is $30.00 includes t-shirt and a meal/drink ticket
Age 5 and under is free and does not include a shirt but does include a hotdog/chips/drink ticket
You must pre-register to get a t-shirt and lunch
Choice of Meal

t-shirt size

Pulled Pork and
Mac n Cheese

Small

Medium

Italian Hoagie and
Pasta Salad

Large

XL

XXL

Payment options.
Check or cash can be mailed to 513 Cribbs Street, Greensburg PA 15601. Make check payable to "Ted Hayes
Memorial Fund.”
Please mail completed registration and waiver forms and payment to:
Heather Shearer
513 Cribbs Street
Greensburg, PA 15601
Any questions may be emailed to Heather Shearer at hshearer513@comcast.net or call 724-972-3414
Deadline to mail registration form is 5/15/2021. You may register the day of the ride at 9:00 AM but t-shirts
are not guaranteed.

